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It is difficult to grasp that over half of the world's population lives in
urban areas, and this number will increase to about two thirds of the
world's population by 2050. This means that today, 3.9 billion people
are living in cities, and that number will continue to rise exponentially.

Mobility is central to our economies and essential for our way of life.
Every day, bilions of people and tons of goods move by road, rail, air
and water. Yet our need for mobility brings consequences—pollution,
CO2 emissions, congestion and a massive load on state budgets for
maintaining and improving our transportation infrastructure. However,
in response to a wave of new technologies, shifting mobility pattems,
and funding pressures, we are experiencing the beginnings of major
shifts in mobility. How the future will play out is uncertain but the
implications for all stakeholders will be significant.

What new technologies and business plans will dominate? How can
government structure and adapt to catalyse the next generation of
innovation and improve the user experience? Who are the decision
makers in our future? Who are the planners and conceivers? -
Govermments? - Financial institutions? - Large corporates?

What are the key roles and responsibilities that consulting engineers
can and should play? How do they interact with others? What are the
key issues being addressed?

Berlin, with its rich history and ambitious growth plans, is ideally placed
to reflect on these cross cutting issues.
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Berlin is a big multicultural metropolis but deep down it maintains
the unpretentious charm of an intemational village. Locals follow the
credo ‘live and let live” and put greater emphasis on personal freedom
and a creative lifestyle than on material wealth and status symbols.
Cafes are jammed at all hours, drinking is a religious rite and clubs
keep going until the wee hours or beyond. Size-wise, Berlin is pretty
big but its key areas are wonderfully compact and easily navigated on
foot, by bike or by using public transport.

Berlin is a bon vivant, passionately feasting on the smorgasbord of
life, never taking things — or itself — too seriously. It embraces, inspires,
accepts and makes one feel good about oneself, the world and other
people. One can enjoy its iconic sights, its vast swathes of green, its
sky bars and chic restaurants, but also its gritty sides. There’s nothing
static about Berlin: it's unpredictable, unpretentious and irresistible.
And it loves you back — if you let it in.

When it comes to creativity, the sky's the limit in Berlin, Europe’s
newest start-up capital. In the last 20 years, the city has become a
giant lab of cultural experimentation thanks to an abundance of space,
cheap rent and a free-wheeling spirit that nurtures and encourages
new ideas. Top interational performers grace its theatre, concert
and opera stages; intemational art-world stars like Olafur Eliasson
and Jonathan Meese make their home here; and Clooney and Hanks
shoot blockbusters in the German capital. High-brow, low-brow and
everything in between — there’s plenty of room for the full arc of cultural
expression.

We look forward to seeing you there
next year |
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FIDIC Key Objectives

Be the recognised international authority on issues relating to consulting
engineering best practice

Actively promote high standards of ethics and integrity among all
stakeholders involved in the development of infrastructure worldwide

Maintain and enhance FIDIC's representation of the consulting engineering
industry worldwide

Enhance the image of Consulting Engineering

Promote and assist the worldwide development of a viable consulting
engineering industry

Promote and enhance the leading position of FIDIC's Forms of Contract

Improve and develop FIDIC's training and publishing activities

To promote and encourage the development of Young Professionals in the
Consulting Engineering Industry
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Infernational Federation of Consulting Engineers (FIDIC)
World Trade Center ll, Geneva Airport

PO. Box 311

CH-1215 Geneva 15 - Switzerland

Tel. +41 22 799 4900 - Fax +41 22 799 4901
Email: fidic@fidic.org

www.fidic.org
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