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FIDIC Awards 2015 – ORTUS learning and events centre 
 
Skelly & Couch Ltd is a leading provider of specialist services in sustainable building 
design and environmental engineering, based in north London. Founded in 2007, the 
company is run by Directors Mark Skelly, Tristan Couch and Mark Maidment and 
presently employs 33 people. The firm won the 2015 ACE Excellence Award for 
Building Services (companies with up to 250 employees) and the 2014 ACE Excellence 
Award for Project Design.  

Skelly & Couch provided full mechanical, electrical and environmental design for 
ORTUS learning and events centre, which opened its doors in June 2013.  

ORTUS is an exceptional, multi-award-winning educational hub in Camberwell, south 
London, adjacent to the world-renowned Institute of Psychiatry, Maudsley Hospital 
and King’s College London. The new-build development was nominated for the 2015 
Mies van der Rohe European Union Prize for Contemporary Architecture, named 
building project of the year (up to £10 million) in the 2014 British Construction Industry 
Awards and won a 2014 RIBA National Award, among many other plaudits. 

The 1,550sqm building, split over seven levels, is designed as an inspirational and 
flexible event and learning space, promoting mental health and well-being for all, 
through networking, social media and Wi-Fi.  

Striking architectural features (by Duggan Morris Architects) and sustainable 
technologies underpin this meticulously planned learning environment, which is open 
to all and houses teaching and conference facilities for national and international 
audiences, a community café and exhibition spaces. A roof terrace offers 
uninterrupted views towards central London. Building Magazine said it was ‘a tour de 
force in terms of both healthcare provision and architectural design’. 

The construction of this globally renowned learning centre for academics, doctors and 
patients was driven by a cornerstone objective: to be environmentally sustainable in 
design, building and operation. In stark contrast to the closed, institutional mental 
care facilities of the past, the new Centre is making a significant impact on the field of 
mental health, achieved through a clear vision of accessibility, openness and 
collaboration from project inception to completion. 

The client, Maudsley Learning in association with Duggan Morris Architects, wanted 
large open spaces, which could also serve as quiet, reflective areas when required. 
This presented Skelly & Couch with tough design challenges, particularly in relation to 
acoustics, thermal comfort and daylighting. 

The building was conceived as a free-standing pavilion with multi-functional, 
connected spaces positioned at half-level intervals around a central atrium. The 
central space, optimised window design and floor-level offsets allow abundant 
daylight while controlling solar gain.  
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Manual and automated natural ventilation, coupled with profiled soffit and exposed 
fair-faced concrete brickwork, maximise the effects of thermal mass. The primary 
thermal source is a closed-loop ground source installation consisting of seven 120m 
vertical loops and a simultaneous heat/cool pump unit, partly powered by a roof-
mounted photovoltaic array. The PV array generates 25% of the building’s electricity 
and saves five tons of carbon emissions per year. An integrated KNX system controls 
HVAC and lighting. The building has an A-rating on its Energy Performance Certificate. 

Thanks to a successful partnering contract, Skelly & Couch was able to influence the 
design of the building from the outset by working closely with the architects and the 
trade contractors at every stage. The result was that everyone on the design and 
construction team shared the client’s vision for the building and contributed expertise 
to the designs as a collective. This collaborative approach not only avoided 
misunderstandings and disputes, it led to a bold and accurate interpretation of the 
client brief, strengthened by close attention to detail and high-quality installation.  
 
The original budget for the building was £4.65 million. The project is distinguished by 
a level of care described by Building Design magazine as ‘quite alien to the present 
culture of public health sector procurement’. Designed for a 100-year lifespan, the 
impressive project was delivered on time and on budget. Throughout the project, 
Skelly & Couch was closely involved with costings and monitoring of expenditure, with 
a commitment that went beyond the original scope and appointment. 
 
Skelly & Couch continues to assist social enterprise Maudsley Learning and Duggan 
Morris Architects with the ‘Soft Landings’ aftercare process of energy monitoring and 
effective operation of the building, which helps fine-tune systems, improves energy 
performance and encourages occupiers to make best, efficient use of the building.  

The iconic ORTUS is a symbol of culture change. This was a project where people went 
the extra mile, from designing bespoke lights to special acoustic measures, which 
allow conversation and interaction to flow easily and freely, despite the significant size 
of the Centre. A clear vision, collaborative approach and strong respect for the 
environment will all ensure that ORTUS is able to adapt and remain at the cutting edge 
of world-class innovation for decades to come.  
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